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offspring, which it is impossible to obtain except by the propitiation of Qaihkara (Qiva).
6 If there is continually a desire for a son in your heart, renounce the passions that
spring from existence, and worship the Lord of Bhavanl.' The fame which gives a
man the reputation of being noble is the fruit of the good deeds he has already per-
formed; know that it arises in no other way. And this is the proof of it. * Both
Kunti and her daughter-in-law [Draupadi] loved five men, but they call only the
latter virtuous; fame is obtained by virtues/ " [21]
To these her husband's words the pious wife replied: " If any boon one desires is
obtained by the worship of the Great Lord, then we will worship that mighty god
with due ceremony; his favor may be the cause of giving me a noble son." So in
accordance with his wife's suggestion he began to worship Qiva. The brahman
knew the value of her advice, and did not neglect it just because it was a woman's.
And he had heard the ancient saying: "Do not take poison from a sage, nor bad
advice from an old man; but nectar may be accepted even from a cowherd, and
good counsel even from a child." So the brahman together with his wife paid
honor to Qiva, along with Parvati and Skanda [their son]. Then in a dream the
Great God appeared to Tn'm and said: " If you perform a service to me on Saturday the
thirteenth day, you will obtain a son." Thus instructed by the god the brahman per-
formed the service in due form, and by the power thereof obtained a son, and rejoist
greatly. With complete ritual he conducted the ceremony of naming him, calling
"Him Devadatta. And in due time the wise father taught him all the Vedas and c.astras,
and all the sciences. Seeing that his son was learned in all the gastras, gentle, and
devoted to religion, the wise brahman, desiring to go to Benares, enjoined his son with
good advice: " Hear, my wise son, this my sound advice. Even in great disaster be
true to your own (best) nature. Speak not slanderously of others; look not on other
men's wives. Be never puft up with proud conceit, without having corresponding
ability. Have regard to your own true self in dealing with both friendships and enmi-
ties. Let your behavior be always fitting, having regard for place and time. Cling
patiently to a lord who is sprung from a noble house." The brahman, leaving his son
thus well instructed, went with his wife to KacJ [Benares], which puts an end to the
round of existence. [48]
Now one day his son, the brahman called Devadatta, happened to be in a mountain
jungle, cutting firewood for a sacrifice. And at that very time King Vikram&ditya,
having a desire for the pleasures of the chase, went with a retinue into the forest.
There coming upon a mighty wild boar, he swiftly pursued after him to kill him, with
uplifted bow* all alone on his horse. Following the mighty boar from one wood to
another, he killed him; but in his wandering he lost the way to the city, and became
separated from his followers. Then seeing the brahman named Devadatta carrying
a load of firewood, he askt him: ** Brahman, tell me the way to the city." And he
regained his own city by the way which the brahman showed him, and graciously
gave a certain office to Devadatta. Afterwards, on a certain occasion in the assembly,
he said further: " How can I return the favor which Devadatta did for me ? " When
Devadatta heard these words, he took active steps to make trial of the king's heart,
whether this was true or not. After he had arrived at tnis decision in his mind, one
day later he stole the king's son and took him to Ms own house. Then he sent forth
openly to the market-place a brahman who was his servant, to sell a Jeweled ring which
t&e youth had as an ornament. In the meantime a great uproar arose in the king's

